THE  RELIGIOUS  SETTLEMENT

grace's realm and church of England not only to the great slander
of sundry the King's true, simple and unlearned subjects and
other, but also to the reproach and vituperation- of this said whole
realm and church, to his Grace's high discontentation and dis-
pleasure, with danger of increase of the said enormities and
abuses, unless his highness should speedily redress the same.

There follow instructions for the examination and licensing
of such books by the Privy Council. The remainder of the
proclamation is then concerned with the measures to be taken
against the Anabaptists, with the Sacrament of the Altar, cere-
monies, and the marriage of priests.

Item, forasmuch as diverse and sundry strangers of the sect
and false opinion of the Anabaptists AND SACRAMENTARIES
been lately comen into this realm, where they lurk secretly in
diverse corners and places, minding craftily and subtly to pro-
voke and stir the King's loving subjects .to their errors and
opinions, whereof part of them by the great travail and diligence
of the King's Highness and his counsel be apprehended and
taken. The King's most royal Majesty declareth and notified!
to all his loving subjects that his Highness, like a godly and
catholic prince, abhorreth and detesteth the same sects and their
wicked and abominable errors and opinions, and intendeth to
proceed against such of them as be all ready apprehended accord-
ing to1 their merits and the laws of his realm, to the intent his
subjects shall take- example by their punishments and not adhere
to their false and detestable opinions, but utterly forsake and
relinquish the same; which his Highness straighdy commandeth
them SO to do upon pain of like punishment; AND ALSO
THAT WHERESOEVER ANY SUCH BE KNOWN THEY
SHALL BE DETECTED AND WITH AS CONVENI-
ENT DILIGENCE AS MAY BE INFORM HIS MAJESTY
OR SOME OF HIS COUNCIL TO THE INTENT THEY
MAY BE PUNISHED ACCORDING TO THEIR DESERTS,
AND THE MAINTAINERS, ABETTORS OR PRINTERS
OF THE SAME OPINIONS WITH ANY OTHER OBJEO
TIONS OF ALL BOOKS OUT OF WHICH ANY SUCH